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main to the old rules, yet, when he comes to employ exactly
those forms which we are most certain had been for a long
time out of spoken use, there are distinct signs that he found
himself in the difficulties natural to a man writing a language
which he does not speak.   Notably the verbs in pi are" very
much broken  down,  and the pluperfect has very often
dropped its augment.   In syntax we have the same story: by
the side of classical constructions we find what we can only
call 'Byzantinisms', cases in which Psellus's lack of familiarity
with ancient idiom caused him to make what, considering his
aims, it is not unfair to call blunders.  And another mark of
artificiality is his predilection for precisely the forms which
in the spoken language were most dead.   Thus he has a
particular liking for the dual and a strong tendency to over-
work the optative, both being marks of forced purism, and
to be seen as such when we remember that in the natural
Greek of the New Testament the dual is not used at all and
the optative is extremely rare. The perfect too is handled in
a way that suggests that it is a dead and not a living form.
Equally significant is the tendency to confuse the present
and aorist imperative, a confusion which is at the back of the
modern Cappadocian rule by which the contracted verbs use
only the present, and all the other verbs only the aorist of the
imperative, without any distinction of meaning.1
Rather more than a century later comes Anna Comnena.2
Her purist ideals are the same as those of Psellus, and she
dislikes to record even the names of barbarians, for fear that
they may defile the pages of her history. But she is less
successful than Psellus in her imitation of the ancient models.
We may even find a sentence in which she uses in successive
principal clauses a future indicative, an aorist subjunctive,
and an aorist optative, without any distinction of meaning.
The prologue of the Alexias, her history of her father's
achievements, gives us her notion of the proper equipment
for an historian. After remarking that history alone can
save the memory of events from being swept away by the
1   R. M. Dawkins, Modern Greet in Asia Minor (Cambridge, 1916), p. 139.
2  Georgina Buckler, Anna Comnena, a Study  (Oxford,  1929, p. 483).  The
sentence I refer to is in Alexias, xiii, p. 410 D.   For her horror of 'barbarian*
names cf. ibut., vi. 14, p. 182 B; x. 8, p. 289 D; xiii. 6, p. 393 c.
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